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DATE TO REMEMBER
FOOD TRUCK EVENT
Hosted by Tango Crew on Friday,

16th March, 2018
4.30 pm -8.00 pm

Photo above: A very dapper Alpha Crew on duty for the
Food Trucks night – Vic, Chris, Paul and Garry ready to
serve Col. (Photo: Karl Nast)

Around the Rigging
Welcome to our new
Members. We look
forward to seeing
you around the base.
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14
WATERSIDE
ASSIST
Elizabeth Barker

ACTIVE CREW

Richard Bell

Alfie Brisley

Daniel Hatfield

Joshua Keen

Yvette Lutze

Damian O'Rourke

Jason Manton
Craig McCabe
Kelly McGrath
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Chris Neilson

FULL
MEMBERS
Matthew Harrison

John Penfold
Zachariah Ross
Chris Stanley

Kyle Parker

Craig Symons

Philip Singleton

Graham Thorpe

Nathan van Hecke

Phillip Whitecross

The heatwave of the last few weeks was almost
forgotten with the heavy rain at the end of February.
Unfortunately a quick storm on our Food Trucks
evening put a real dampener on proceedings so we
are hoping for better attendance on 16th March.
Alpha Crew made quite an impression with their
regalia.
Your editor was cruising on the Arcadia as it sailed
around New Zealand but fortunately Cyclone Gita
was slightly ahead so we didn’t get any worse than a
Force 7 over one day and night – which was much
better than the Gale Force 12 the passengers who
boarded at Southampton experienced in the Bay of
Biscay in January!
On page 3 read about Treasurer Col Nielsen and
Darren Bates and their Inter Squadron Crew
Assistance training exercise. Going over the South
Passage Bar and helping with a rescue was made
more interesting by the swell over the bar.
The South Passage Bar has quite a history with two
known shipwrecks (the SS Sovereign and the Rufus
King) – read about it on page 4.
This is the last issue of Boat Talk which will be snailmailed to those few people without internet. It can be
read on the Radio Room computer or perhaps fellow
members can let you read their on-line copy.
We have a new hirer of our function centre. Colleen
Ryan would be happy to have more people join her
yoga sessions on Thursdays between 10 and 11.30
am. For more details, see page 4.

Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane

VMR Brisbane is
proudly supported by

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017 Ph: 07 3269 8888 Fax: 07 3269 2245
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au
A/H Emergency 0428 022 881
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President’s
Report
Welcome to our new
Members!
Good to
aboard.

have

you

Some of you may have
heard that we recently
were involved with a bit
of a Brisbane River first.
We were called upon to ensure Stav, Abby and Matt
from Hit 105 were as safe as possible during their
attempt at crossing the Brisbane River on a raft made
out of Goon Sacks! I’m happy to report they
managed to get across without requiring our
assistance other than helping them find their way
across the River on their Goon Raft christened
Goonlemore.
You can find some footage of this event on our
Facebook Page VMRBrisbane or on Hit 105’s
webpage.
Some other things to keep an eye out for this month
are:
Josh McGuire from the Brisbane Broncos and
Channel 9’s The Footy Show shot a segment that will
be on air about 22nd March.
Channel Nine have also launched a children’s show
called BrainBuzz on 9GO which we were lucky
enough to be a part of. Keep an eye out on season
2 for the episode featuring VMR Brisbane and VMR
Bribie Island.
We have been invited to be part of the Queens Baton
Relay for the 2018 Commonwealth Games and the
start of the 70th Anniversary of the Brisbane to
Gladstone Yacht Race on 30th March. From the
Commonwealth Games site: “A QBR batonbearer
will be at this year's Bluewater Festival at Shorncliffe
to mark the start of the Brisbane to Gladstone Yacht
Race, with the starting canon being fired from 11am.
Meet the GC2018 mascot, Borobi from 10.30am and
be part of the excitement when the batonbearer
Giaan Rooney arrives on site with the Queen's Baton
at 10.54am.”
So if you come down to the Bluewater Festival make
sure you say Hi to our Volunteers.
And of course the Food Trucks will be back in March
on the 16th with Tango Crew as hosts.
These events are proving to be a very popular local
event and as well as being a great reason to come
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visit us, it helps us raise much needed funds to keep
VMR Brisbane operational and keeping people safe
on Moreton Bay and the Brisbane River.
Safe Boating
Best Regards
Thomas Grice
President, VMRB

Vale: Ray Brown
We were saddened to hear of the passing of Ray
Brown on 12th January, 2018. He was a great
supporter of VMR Brisbane and his counsel and
friendship will be greatly missed.
Since 1979 Ray was a solicitor in his business G.R.
Brown but retired at the end of 2017. Before settling
in Sandgate, Mr Brown worked in Townsville,
Richmond, Redcliffe, Brisbane, Cairns, Mossman,
Gordonvale, Georgetown and Maroochydore. He
was a member of Sandgate Rotary for 40 years and
one of his recent community services involved the
Robert Travers Atkin Monument behind the Rectory
of the Anglican Church in Rainbow Street which he
discovered six years ago.
“The monument was falling into disrepair. I made
unsuccessful
representations
to
successive
Queensland Law Society
presidents for funding to
repair the monument, until
Justice Peter Applegarth of
the Brisbane Supreme Court
was doing a presentation on
famous judges and became
aware of the 145 year old
monument - then it all started
happening and the repair is
now complete,” Mr Brown
said.
We offer our sincere sympathy to Ray’s wife, Wendy,
and his family.

Associate Groups of VMRB
Our Association is made up of the following clubs.
Please click on the logo to find out more details.
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Activation Report

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY

FEBRUARY

Congratulations and thank you to the following
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years
ago and who joined in February.

9th - Tow 4.2m disabled vessel with 2 POB from 3
nautical miles east of Nudgee Beach to Nudgee
Creek.
See page 5 for something that had the potential to
become a rescue…
Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any
activations. We really appreciate receiving activation
details and photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.
Please email any information through to
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au
and
also
to
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.

Joe McCoy

1997

21 years

Karl Nast

2005

13 years

Michael Gill-Bailey 2006

12 years

Greg Keough

2006

12 years

Ian Robertson

2013

5 years

Inter Squadron Crew Assistance

Col Nielsen and Darren Bates had a great – and
enlightening - experience recently when they joined
fellow VMR crews at Stradbroke Island.

Everything was clearly visible - until the next wave
rolled in which made crossing the bar interesting and
this is how it was for the morning.

Darren Bates and I went over to Stradbroke on 3rd
February. Our day started off at around 6.30 am at
VMR Brisbane where we prepared the RIB for
departure to VMR North Stradbroke. We left the
base at 7.15 and arrived at their base around 8.10
where we were greeted by the crew. After a coffee
we were inducted onto Stradbroke 1 then the boat
was put into the water and we left for VMR Raby Bay.
Allen, the skipper, showed us different ways to steam
across to Raby Bay depending on the weather
conditions. This is done to keep the patient as
comfortable as possible. After leaving Raby Bay,
Allen took us over the South Passage Bar: it was a
great learning experience. His knowledge of the bar
is incredible. Whilst on the ocean side of the bar
VMR Raby Bay were towing a vessel in that had
broken down around Flat Rock. They waited for their
other vessel to come out so they could follow them
in, in case anything went wrong. After safely crossing
the bar we went back to Stradbroke and then to VMR
Brisbane. Overall, it was a great day and we learnt a
lot from Allen and his crew. A big thankyou to Colin
from VMR Stradbroke for the opportunity to come
over and crew for the day.
Col Nielsen

Positions Vacant
OK, we’re giving up on the New Year’s Resolution
idea but really want some civic-minded people to help
VMR Brisbane. As stated previously we really need
the following positions filled:
Senior Vice-President,
Designated Person Ashore / A/H Call Out Officer
Web Master
Social Media
Administration
Crew Liaison
Fishing & Cruising
Squadron Historian
Zone Delegate
For more information on what each position entails,
please contact president@vmrbrisbane.com.au
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Food Trucks Event
A quick but big storm interrupted our Food Truck
evening on 16th February. Mind you, the lightning
show was pretty impressive for those who stayed
around! Hopefully we’ll have better weather for the
next Food Truck event on Friday, 16th March. Food
will be on sale from the vans from 4.30 pm and Tango
Crew will be selling drinks from our Club until 8.00
pm. Boutique beers are provided by the All Inn
Brewing Co and Club members are invited to stay
later to take the opportunity to catch up with fellow
members; you can meet upstairs if you like.

Members around the Club

A beautiful but busy day on Sunday, 11th Feb as
Lance Sewell was taking his white boat out (left) and
David McLeod was launching his black boat (right)
while our paddling crews were packing up after their
training sessions.

Yoga Bliss – New Hall Hirer
Colleen Ryan is holding classes in our function centre
on Thursdays from 10 am to 11.30 am. These
classes are for beginner and intermediate levels
although all fitness levels are welcome. The classes
are mindful of any physical limitations and postures
taught are gentle and calming with a focus on gentle
stretching and mindful breathing and relaxation
exercises. $15 per session or 4 sessions for $55.
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and continues along North Stradbroke Island past
Amity Point to Dunwich.
Crossing the channel by small boat is not
recommended, especially during a high swell, due to
the network of channels and shifting sand bars. (Col
and Darren will attest to this!) The tidal flow is rapid
with a rate of 150 cm per second during the flooding
tide and slightly slower during the ebb tide of 100 m
per second.
The passage has a return coefficient of 50%,
meaning that half the amount of water that leaves the
bay via the passage returns the same way on the
flooding tide.
The channel was not noticed by Lieutenant James
Cook as he explored the coastline in May 1770. On
14 July 1799, Matthew Flinders was the first
European to discern an opening between the islands.
In 1824 John Oxley aboard the Amity left Moreton
Bay via the South Passage after he had explored the
Brisbane River with Allan Cunningham. He was the
first European sailor known to do so.
The Lucinda was used as a mail vessel for delivering
mail up and down the Queensland coast. The boat
was largely captained by Captain James South who
notably used South Passage to cut hours off the mail
route. Some believed this is how South Passage
came to be named, but it appears this is simply a
coincidence.
There is clear reference to South
Passage prior to Captain South surveying/sounding
and using this route.
On 11 March 1847, 44 people lost their lives when
the SS Sovereign was wrecked as it passed through
the passage; only 10 people were saved. This led to
the shipping route being moved to the northern
entrance to the bay the next year, while the pilot
station was moved to Cowan Cowan on Moreton
Island.
Another wreck found in the passage is the Rufus
King.

Phone Colleen on 0410 006139 to book a place.
(Colleen is a member of the International Yoga
Teachers Association.)

South Passage Bar
According to Wikipedia:
South Passage is the channel between the South
Pacific Ocean and Moreton Bay.
The other
entrances to the bay are the North Passage and
Jumpinpin Channel in the south. It was once the
main entrance for ships entering the bay. South
Passage begins in the shallow sand-barred channel
between Moreton Island and North Stradbroke Island

In July 1942 the American liberty ship, "Rufus King",
mistook the South Passage below Moreton Island for the
North West Channel at the northern end of Moreton Island.
It broke in half and part of it remains on the ocean side of
the Bar.
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Goonlemore
Thursday, 8th Febrruary will be remembered by
different people for different things. The VMRB
crews of Sandgate 1, Sandgate 2 and Sandgate 3
had something different to remind them about early
February 2018. In fact, it had the potential to be a big
profile-raising rescue! Thanks to Chris Mangan for
the photos.
A publicity stunt by the Hit 105 breakfast radio
presenters started with 100 empty wine cask
bladders. (That’s where the name comes from with
“goons” being the bladders, not the paddlers.) The
raft was nick-named Goonlemore, after Macklemore,
an American rapper and songwriter.

At the time, our volunteers were recognised by the
paddlers who said “The LEGENDS of Goonlemore
were VMR Brisbane Inc who were right behind us
from the start! Yesterday they came out in force to
make sure we'd be completely safe for the whole
journey.”

Crew Polo Shirts
You will notice some changes when you see our
crews on duty within a few weeks. The uniform is
being changed from the old pale blue shirts with
stripes to dark blue polo shirts with yellow highlights
and the VMR embroidered badge on the pocket.
Marine Rescue is printed above the pocket and
across the back so they’ll be instantly recognisable.

The presenters, Stav, Abby and Matt, set off
fearlessly to cross the Brisbane River. Fortunately
they had Sandgates 1, 2 and 3 to back them up.

Update
Security is becoming an increasing issue so you will
soon notice an upgrade to security around the base
with cameras in the hardstand area, at the boomgate
and the pontoon gangway.

It was a lovely day for a paddle and, yes, they did
make it to the other side – and secured a good day
or two’s publicity out of it. However, they had better
not give up their day jobs!

A contractor and SANDBAG trainees have been
employed to perform refurbishment work on the toilet
and shower areas areas: tiles in the toilet areas are
still in good condition so will be resealed, tiles in the
shower area will be replaced, plumbing will be
replaced at the same time and better drainage
installed.

