
Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Photo above: On Charlie Crew’s duty day on 1st October, 
the cadets from TS Paluma visited and had a 

demonstration of aerial and underwater drones.  For 
more information on the underwater drone see page 6. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

We have a number of interesting events coming up 
in our area over the next two months. 

A movement called Paddle Against Plastic is coming 
to Cabbage Tree Creek and everyone is invited to 
join in on 11th November to try and rid the creek of 
plastic rubbish.  See page 4, but we also need 
volunteers for the barbecue and bar so offer your 
help on https://www.volunteersignup.org/Q3KH7. 

Our monthly Food Truck event will be held on Friday, 
16th November and we encourage you to invite family 
and friends along to enjoy an easy night out. 

VMR Bribie Island had to postpone their Emergency 
Services Expo due to bad weather last month but it 
has been rescheduled for 18th November so a day 
visit to VMR Bribie Island (off Sylvan Beach 
Esplanade) will be a good outing. 

Paul Hollingdale organised a great VMRB Christmas 
Party last year and we are delighted he has had his 
thinking cap on again and is organising a big event 
for this year.  Enter 8th December in your diary and 
start planning your Pirate or Buccaneer outfit to wear. 
See page 7 for the invitation to what will be another 
tremendous evening and how to buy early tickets.

Boat Talk 
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter 

VMR BRISBANE OCTOBER 2018 

ACTIVE CREW 
There’s a lot of induction 

and training in progress but 
you could put your name 
down for the next intake. 
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FULL 

MEMBERS 

Colin Keegan 

Darrell Harvey 

Robert Purnell 
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WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 

Adrian Calligaris 

Melissa Costello 

Daniel Hanson 

Dave Treloar 

Simon McGuire 

Ben White 

Michael Zaghini 
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VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 

 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

CTC PADDLE AGAINST PLASTIC 
Sunday, 11th November - 9 am to 1 pm 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Alpha Crew on  

Friday, 16th November, 2018 

4.00 pm to 8.00 pm 

EMERGENCY SERVICES EXPO 

Sunday, 18th November 

10 am to 4 pm at VMR Bribie Is, Bellara 

VMRB PIRATES & BUCCANEERS 
CHRISTMAS PARTY 

Saturday, 8th December, 2018 

From 6.30 pm. 

https://www.facebook.com/VMRBrisbane/
https://www.volunteersignup.org/Q3KH7
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/
http://www.vmrbrisbane.com.au/


President’s 

Report 

 

Thank you and 
welcome to our 
newest Members.  

Through your 
Membership you 

help VMR Brisbane 
stay afloat (I know… my apologies) and have the 
funds, equipment and fuel we need to come and 
provide assistance when called upon. 

Well, October wasn’t the best month for boating and, 
gladly, a lot of boaties decided to stay at home on 
those less than desirable days. 

This can be seen from our activation report.  

While we will and do go to sea in all kinds of weather 
to help the boating public, it is great to see common 
sense prevailed. 

November and December are shaping up to be busy 
months with quite a bit happening around the base 
and our operational area. 

It is always great to see our facilities being utilised 
and people enjoying what our little corner of Brisbane 
has to offer. 

As you can read more about on page 4, we are the 
base for the Cabbage Tree Creek – Paddle Against 
Plastics on 11th November. 

We will be running a BBQ as part of this event as well 
as the downstairs bar being open for those who want 
to come and enjoy Cabbage Tree Creek. 

We do still need a few more Volunteers to assist with 
the BBQ and Bar.  If you can help out, please sign up 
here https://www.volunteersignup.org/Q3KH7 or let 
me know if you can help via more traditional 
methods… 

We will be in attendance at the VMR Bribie Island 
Emergency Service Expo on 18th November so if you 
decide to have a look at what the Emergency 
Services can do make sure you come and say hi to 
the Guys and Girls that crew our rescue Vessels. 

Well, shave me belly with a rusty razor! Paul 
Hollingdale has done it once again offering to 
organise what looks like a very entertaining 
Christmas Party with the equally interesting theme of 
Pirates and Buccaneers on 8th December.  (See page 
7 for the link to booking tickets.) 

Sail Ho! 

And Safe Boating 

Thomas Grice 
President, VMRB 

 

Watch Your Boat Wash 

Always be aware of the impact your wash can have 
on other boats, people in the water and the shore. 
Travelling at the speed shown on a speed limit sign 
does not guarantee you are not creating excessive 
wash. 

While the general speed limit for an area might be 40 
knots, you must always remember that other speed 
limits can also apply: 

For personal watercraft: 6 knots within 60 metres of 
people in the water, the shoreline, anchored or 
moored boats and boat ramps, jetties and 
pontoons. More details here > 
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Personal-
watercraft 

For boats: 6 knots within 30 metres of people in the 
water, anchored or moored boats and boat ramps, 
jetties and pontoons. More details here > 
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Waterways/Speed-
limits 

 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details.
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November 2018 Crew Roster 
Sat   3 Bravo Sun     4 Papa 

Sat 10 Alpha Sun 11 November 

Sat 17 Charlie Sun 18 Quebec 

Sat 24 Foxtrot Sun 25 Sierra 

 

December 2018 Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Bravo Sun     2 Tango 

Sat   8 Alpha Sun   9 Papa 

Sat 15 Charlie Sun 16 November 

Sat 22 Foxtrot Sun 23 Quebec 

Tues.25 Volunteers Wed 26 Volunteers 

Sat 29 Bravo Sun  30 Sierra 

https://www.volunteersignup.org/Q3KH7
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Personal-watercraft?fbclid=IwAR1ZLHcOQEy1ETwwfBFUzjWnp8DB--4Cq77K5V1SWINmOIqFbGXxxcNMD50
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Safety/Personal-watercraft?fbclid=IwAR1ZLHcOQEy1ETwwfBFUzjWnp8DB--4Cq77K5V1SWINmOIqFbGXxxcNMD50
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Waterways/Speed-limits?fbclid=IwAR0eMlSynC-xXcFhJ3QdLYLew6qRYwA8ucrUF6_XE8dAGGOfBdg6HlZ0Uq0
https://www.msq.qld.gov.au/Waterways/Speed-limits?fbclid=IwAR0eMlSynC-xXcFhJ3QdLYLew6qRYwA8ucrUF6_XE8dAGGOfBdg6HlZ0Uq0
http://www.syc.org.au/
http://sandgate.canoe.org.au/
https://www.facebook.com/PVOCCShorncliffe/?fref=ts
https://www.facebook.com/Xiang-Dragons-130932637540881/


ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in October. 

Marty Breslin  2012 

Greg Henderson 2012 

Activation Report 

OCTOBER 

It has been a very quiet month, mainly due to the 
horrendous weather around Brisbane.  At least people 
have had the sense not to venture out in storms! 

The lack of rescues means our crews have been able 
to concentrate on different aspects of their training.  
One day while training Charlie Crew called in to VMR 
Bribie Island.  On their way they were hailed by a boat 
owner who needed a tow to the Bribie Island ramp. 

Neil Sheppard reported on Sierra Crew’s day on 21st 
October which started with a typical forecast for the 
month. “Another quiet day on the water due to an 
unfavourable weather forecast: light variable winds 
early, NE 10 – 15 knots by midday and NE 15 to 20 
knots by late afternoon with a thunderstorm likely for 
late morning.  So there were few boats on the water 
but, surprisingly, conditions were really good until the 
predicted storm arrived around mid-afternoon.  We 
put two boats on the water and practiced towing and 
seamanship skills in Bramble Bay.  Later in the 
morning we took Sandgate 2 to South West Spit 
Beacon (southern end of Pearl Channel) and there 
was scarcely a bump.  It was like we had the whole 
Bay to ourselves. Awesome!” 

27th - Foxtrot crew attended to a Whitley CR2080 at 
Tangalooma wrecks that had a damaged propeller. 
The vessel was towed back to Cabbage Tree Creek.   

28th – Tango Crew were out on Sandgate 1 & 2 for 
local knowledge training when a call came in for a 5m 
boat with engine problems near Mud Island. 
Sandgate 2 towed the vessel back to Nudgee 
floodway. 

Thank you to all the crews who are able to assist with 
any activations and who are on standby.  We really 
appreciate receiving activation details and photos to 
help promote VMR Brisbane.  Please email any 
information through to editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and 
also to admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au 

 
 

 

 

 

Know your VMRB Management 
This issue we have pleasure in introducing our 
Secretary, David Massam, although David has been 
such a very important part of our squadron for so long 
it would be unusual if you hadn’t met him yet!  

David joined VMR Brisbane in late 2002 to represent 
Sandgate Canoe Club at 
meetings, and was 
instrumental in talking to 
Management and 
getting approval for the 
club to make VMRB their 
home for meetings and 
training. He served in 
different positions within 
SCC Management, with 
5 years as President, 
guiding the Club through 
a period of major growth.  As a consequence of his 
dedication to the SCC, David was awarded Life 
Membership in 2002. 

In late 2002 with his son, Paul, he joined VMRB and 
served on Quebec Crew under Ian Withers.  He says 
he didn’t hide far enough from view at the VMRB 
AGM in 2003 as he was asked to take on the role of 
Secretary with the late Ross Sugars as new 
President.  David had to step back from active duties 
in 2010 due to a change of employment involving 
shift work, but he remained on the Management 
Team.  We have benefited from his meticulous 
organisation of three successful Emergency & 
Community Services Expo’s which gave VMRB 
major public and corporate exposure. 

David was awarded Life Membership of VMRB in 
2016 and received the National Medal for 15 years’ 
service within a Community Emergency Service at 
the 2018 AGM. 

The activity that led David into VMRB via Sandgate 
Canoe Club is part of history now as shiftwork and 
regular paddling didn’t mix.  However he is semi-
retired now and enjoying life without shift work.  He 
has more time to spend with his wife, Joy, their two 
grandchildren and their two dogs (a poodle and a 
Jack Russell whippet cross).   

David has now proudly served 16 years as Secretary 
under several Presidents and witnessed many 
positive changes to our Squadron. 
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Food Trucks Event 
Tango Crew had a very successful evening with a lot 
of customers on Friday, 19th October.  It was another 
very good crowd.  Alpha Crew will be manning the 
bar at the next Food Trucks event on Friday, 16th 
November with boutique beers provided by the All Inn 
Brewing Co.  Come along and support your club 
while having a night off the domestic chores. 

 
Above: Tango Crew’s Michael, Tom, Gordon and Ian 

Club members are invited to stay later to take the 
opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you can 
meet upstairs if you like. 

 

VMRB 
Management 
There are three vacant positions to assist VMRB 
Management which we need to fill to give our 
squadron the best possible chance to operate 
efficiently.  The positions are: 

Grants & Funding Officer 

Corporate Relations Officer 

Community Events & Social Activities Organiser 

If you can help us out with any of these positions, or 
know someone else we could ask, please contact 
President Thomas Grice.    

 

October in 

Summary 

Activations:       10 

Fuel Used (L):    682 

People assisted:         5 

 

 

 

Paddle Against Plastic 

In association with the wonderful marine environment 
group Ocean Crusaders, Spinnaker Sound Marina is 
coordinating a major clean-up of Cabbage Tree 
Creek from 9th to 11th November. 

The Ocean Crusaders team have already scoped the 
creek and it's not pretty!  Aside from hundreds and 
hundreds of bottles, containers, polystyrene and 
other items of debris that have entered our 
waterways from the sea and from the land, the creek 
has been used as a dumping ground for all sorts of 
marine and other equipment.  This poses a significant 
health threat to recreational users and, of course, to 
marine life. 

Ocean Crusaders will use their fleet of clean-up 
vessels to recover large items of trash on 9th and 
10th November; and on Sunday 11th November, we 
are hosting a community event Paddle Against 
Plastics.  Launching from Volunteer Marine Rescue, 
Sinbad Street, Shorncliffe at 9am, the community is 
invited to bring their kayaks, SUPs and other marine 
craft to join us in cleaning up Cabbage Tree Creek.  
Our good friends at VMRB will be hosting a BBQ / bar 
after the event, about 1pm.*  Ocean Crusaders will 
also sort and record the debris collected, providing 
valuable research to governments and other 
stakeholders and helping to shape recycling and 
refuse management policy. 

For more details contact Ian on 0412 932 808 or 
info@oceancrusaders. org 
 

* We are seeking help from members to offer a 
barbecue and bar to the people who are assisting 
with the CTC Paddle Against Plastic. Show us you 
are available to help by clicking on to 
https://www.volunteersignup.org/Q3KH7. 

Dob in a Derelict 
Over the last 4 years, 86 derelict vessels have been 
removed from our state's waterways, but there is 
plenty more work to be done! 

Department of Transport and Main Roads need your 
eyes and ears to help them identify the worst derelict 
vessels.  They invite you to dob in a derelict and get 
involved in solving the problem by contacting 
waronwrecksmsq.qld.gov.au  The idea is to remove 
rotting old boats and vessels abandoned by their 
owners from our bays, rivers and creeks which will 
help to clean up our waterways. 
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Kedron Wavell RSL Grant 
Pictured below are some of Charlie Crew wearing the 

life vests provided by a generous grant from Kedron 
Wavell Services Club Sub Branch.  We are grateful 
to Kedron Wavell RSL for their continued valued 
assistance. 

Unit Chaplain 
As Unit Chaplain, 
Rachael Pickard is 
available to all 
Associated Groups. 
We are all "one 
family" and Rachael 
is only too pleased 
to assist if she can 
and also has access 
to various referral 
services.   

After our 2018 AGM, 
Rachael said: 

“Thank you for 
nominating me to be 
your Unit Chaplain for another 12 months.  

You and your family members are always welcome 
to call, text or email me if you need to chat or need 
support.  If you would prefer chatting to a male, I can 
link you to a trusted male who can support you.  

As Unit Chaplain I can also assist with food hampers 
and connections to local community support services 
which also includes social groups.  

Please don’t hesitate to be in contact and be sure to 
take care of yourself - not just physically but also 
emotionally and mentally.  You do an amazing job 
and face some pretty tough situations so please 
know that I am here for the VMRB and the well-being 
of all of its members, and their families.  

Blessings, Rachael.   

Rachael Pickard  

Mob: 0403 724 122 

rachaelp@suqld.org.au” 

 

 

Nudgee Creek Floodway 
Mariners are advised by Department of Main Roads 
and Transport – Maritime Safety Queensland that 
dredging of the Nudgee Creek Floodway is now 
complete and that the route of the channel has 
changed.  As a result the beacons may not be 
marking the best water. 

The beacons will be relocated to mark the best water 
as soon as practicable. 

Mariners are advised to navigate with caution. 

Xiang Dragons 
Congratulations to our newest associated group on 
celebrating their 1st anniversary on 21st October. 

From their Facebook page  
“It’s been an absolute pleasure introducing you all to 
this wonderful sport of Dragon Boating.  You have 
achieved so much in such a short time, such as a 
number of regattas making it to finals, thrown into the 
deep end at State Carnival and stayed afloat AND we 
won our first trophy!!! 
Looking forward to the next 12 months and all it has 
to offer!!!” 

Photo above: Xiang Dragon founders, Jenny Urquhart 
and Bruce Eckersley, who cut an impressive cake with 

the Xiang Dragon logo and chocolate paddles! 

SEQUEST 
On October 13, the South East Queensland UHF 
Emergency Service Team (SEQUEST) conducted 
Marine Radio Licence Examinations for the Scouts 
from our neighbours, Brownsea. 
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Scout Aerial 
We are all familiar with the Boy Scout Movement 
but this organization uses the word “Scout” as a 
term denoting “Lookout”, “Search” or “Reconnoiter”. 

Early in October, Scout Aerial gave a demonstration 
at our base of their drones to Charlie Crew and the 
TS Paluma cadets.  As most of us are now used to 
aerial drones, it seemed a good opportunity to 
showcase the underwater drones as the average 
person would have little knowledge of them. 

The following isn’t a paid advertisement for Scout 
Aerial but information has been freely borrowed 
from their website so we can understand what they 
do and how their work is undertaken. 

ROVs (Remote Operated Vehicles) include 
underwater drones that improve access to 
underwater sites, by removing people from harm 
and giving high quality visuals and footage to cost-
effectively assess the underwater 
environment.  The key benefits of using ROVs are: 

 Improved safety.  By removing people from 
harm, ROVs eliminate the many safety risks 
associated with human interaction. 

 Lower costs.  Cheaper than using divers or 
draining the environment, ROVs allow point in 
time inspections that don’t need to stop 
production to be conducted. 

 Increased efficiency.  ROVs can survey larger 
areas at a lower cost, faster.  With deployment in 
5 minutes, they are fast at getting to work and 
give access to previously inaccessible areas and 
enable a more rigorous and comprehensive way 
to assess and review underwater environments. 

 Better outcomes. ROV capture high quality 
visuals which are easier to review, giving better 

data to make more informed decisions.  

The company’s origin dates back to the advent of 
the Remotely Piloted Aircraft System (RPAS) in 
Australia when they worked closely with Civil 
Aviation Safety Authority (CASA) to develop the 
framework for remotely piloted aircraft operations, 
becoming one of the first companies to be certified 
for both fixed wing and multirotor commercial 
operations.  Conducting work in Australia, Africa  

 
 

and Asia Pacific has seen a multitude of projects in 
different countries culminate in safe and distinguished 
global operations. 

Scout Aerial’s underwater services offered include: 

 Water reservoirs inspection;  

 Tanks and towers inspection;  

 Dams and lakes inspection;  

 Water canals and shorelines inspection;  

 Underwater assets inspection;  

 Tailings inspection;  

 Storm water drain inspection;  

 Physical water sampling;  

 Environmental research support. 

One facet of Scout Aerial’s work involves Search and 
Rescue.  A remote operated vehicle for law 
enforcement agency use can aid in underwater 
evidence search operations, such as exploring a 
lake that is suspected to be a crime scene. 
Additionally, a diving team can use an ROV to 
facilitate search and recovery operations to locate 
drowning victims.  ROVs can also help first 
responders in their underwater rescue efforts. 
Search sites are often in treacherous waters; an 
additional ROV can complement the marine unit to 
provide additional safety by monitoring of police 
divers. 

(Photo above: The state of underwater structures such as 
piers can reveal a lot.) 

If you want to become involved in this type of work or 
want to learn more about aerial drones, Scout Aerial 
provides CASA-approved Remotely Piloted Aircraft 
System training for individuals seeking to undertake 
formal qualifications in unmanned aircraft operations.  
Their training courses are specifically developed 
around CASA syllabus standards, in addition to 
incorporating the application of latest industry 
technologies and best practices.  Their aim is to equip 
RPA users with the knowledge and skills required for 
safe, competent and efficient unmanned aircraft 
operations in a variety of applications, and provide 
further mentoring to ensure operators (and their 
equipment) realise their full capability potential. 

Scout Aerial’s Head Office is in Eagle Farm (07 3054 
7192) and they have offices in Eight Mile Plains, 
Archerfield, Fortitude Valley and Robina in 
Queensland as well as in WA and South Africa. 
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For early booking, click on https://www.eventbrite.com.au/e/vmrb-presents-a-pirates-and-buccaneers-xmas-tickets 
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