
Photo above: Filming by Channel 7 of a segment for 
Creek to Coast.  It is likely to be aired on 18th August.  

For more details see page 5. 

Around the Rigging 
Welcome to our new Members.  We look forward to 
seeing you around the base. 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Our Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers held a very 
successful Christmas in July on 21st July.  See more 
about it on page 6.   

VMR Brisbane’s Annual General Meeting is 
scheduled for September so see page 7 for the 
Notice of Meeting, pages 8 and 9 for the Meeting’s 
Agenda and page 10 for the Nomination and Proxy 
Forms.  However, we are continuing our plea for 
members to become more involved and there is a 
reminder on page 2 on how you can do this. 

Paddling on the Brisbane River is the title of an article 
by Kaye Watson on page 4 and she summarises the 
Brisbane City Council document “Safe on Water 
Code of Conduct for the Brisbane River”.  It highlights 
some rules many of us didn’t know were in force. 

The VMRB Facebook page is a mine of information, 
so much so that we have copied several items of 
interest for this newsletter.  If you want to see these 
as they happen – and more, check out our page: 
VMR Brisbane Inc. 

Last year Channel 9 filmed at VMR Brisbane for 
BrainBuzz Season 2 and we have received advice 
that the segment will be shown on Channel 9 at 8 am 
on 4th September 2018.

Have you liked our VMR Brisbane Facebook Page? Stay up-to-date with 
all the latest VMR Brisbane news, photos and events! @VMR Brisbane 

Boat Talk 
VMR Brisbane’s Monthly Newsletter 
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ACTIVE CREW 
Your name could be here… 

 

0 
 

FULL 

MEMBER 

Marc Ringuet 

Brett Whicker 

 

2 

WATERSIDE 

ASSIST 

Stephen De Maria 

Declan Gilmour 

Bristo Paulose 

Matt Styles 

Andy Walmsley 

DATES TO REMEMBER 

FOOD TRUCK EVENT 
Hosted by Bravo Crew on  

Sunday, 19th August, 2018 

midday to 3.00 pm 

PVOCC AGM 
Saturday, 1st September, 2018 at 11 am 

VMRB ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING 
Tuesday, 25th September, 2018 

7.30 pm. 

95 Allpass Pde, Shorncliffe Qld 4017   Ph: 07 3269 8888   Fax: 07 3269 2245  
www.vmrbrisbane.com.au           A/H Emergency 0428 022 881   
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VMR Brisbane is 
proudly supported by 
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President’s 

Report 

 
 
 
 
All Members should 
have received their 

Membership Renewal Invoices by now.  

Please note if you have not had a chance to pay your 
invoice by now your access card will have been 
deactivated by our Treasurer.  

If you have not received an invoice or you believe 
your invoice may be incorrect, please contact VMRB 
Management at management@vmrbrisbane.com.au  

The AGM is just around the corner and there will be 
nomination forms further on in this Boat Talk for you 
to nominate who you believe will best represent you 
on Management, especially with the independent 
review of Blue Water Rescue that has been 
announced.  An explanation for the need for your 
community involvement follows my report.   

The current Management Team has achieved a lot 
for your Association but some of us have been doing 
this for 5 years or more now.  

So it would be great to see some other members step 
up to help run your Association and give the current 
Management Team a bit of a break.  Rest assured 
we won't be too far away to offer assistance if you do 
find yourself in a Management or Support Role.  

I would like to acknowledge and thank all members 
who have stepped up to assist in Support Roles.  I 
really appreciate the efforts any member puts in to 
help run VMR Brisbane.  Many hands make light 
work. 

There were a few different things happening over the 
last month and you can watch out for some of them 
soon.  

- We took part in a mock rescue with our good friends 
at Coast Guard Redcliffe and VMR Bribie Island for a 
Creek to Coast segment which should air on Channel 
7 on 18th August.  Thanks to William W, Kerry K and 
Alan L for giving up a Friday to assist. 

- We were featured in an ABC story that has been in 
print already and will go to air later about the water 
quality in our Cabbage Tree Creek.  (See page 4 for 
a summary of it.) 

- The story we worked on for Channel 9's new 
children's show, BrainBuzz, will be airing on 4th 
September at 8:00 am. 

- We also were host to the Deadly Choices Senior 
Games again this year.  

 

Safe Boating 

Best Regards 

Thomas Grice 

President, VMRB 

 

Our Next AGM 
There are a lot of volunteers who make Volunteer 
Marine Rescue Brisbane what it is.  Organisation of 
crews and the base itself, recording actions and 
events, training and financial concerns all need 
people to keep our squadron operating.  

Can you do something more to help? 

Currently we have a number of management 
positions which will need to be filled at our next AGM.  
These people also have support personnel.   See 
pages 8 and 9 for more details.   

Perhaps you have a special talent or interest which 
means you could take on one or part of these roles.  

Anyone who is currently in Management will be 
happy to informally discuss any interest you may 
have.  Naturally a statement of current duties and 
responsibilities is available upon request but these 
may be able to be adapted to suit you. 
 

Groups of VMRB 

Our Association is made up of the following clubs. 
Please click on the logo to find out more details. 

 

 

August Crew Roster 
Sat   4 Foxtrot Sun    5 Quebec 

Sat  11 Bravo Sun 12  Sierra 

Wed 15 Foxtrot  

Sat  18 Alpha Sun  19 Tango 

Sat  25 Charlie Sun 26 Papa 

September Crew Roster 
Sat   1 Foxtrot Sun     2 November 

Sat   8 Bravo Sun   9 Quebec 

Sat 15 Alpha Sun 16 Sierra 

Sat 22 Charlie Sun 23 Tango 

Sat 29 Foxtrot Sun 30 Papa 
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Activation Report 

JULY 

9th – Neil Sheppard reported they had another quiet 
day on the water due to a weather forecast of 20 to 
25 knots.  They made the most of the day with a 
friendly visit by the Water Police in their stealth boat 

(awesome) then they encountered the Young 
Endeavour on her way out of the Brisbane River.  

 14th – Tow a disabled vessel with 4 POB from the 
mouth of the Brisbane River to Pinkenbah boat ramp. 

14th – Tow a disabled vessel with 2 POB from Mud 
Island to the Nudgee boat ramp. 

15th – Bravo Crew was returning to base after a 
training run around Mud Island when they received a 
call for help from a broken down 3.6m tinny outside 
the north marker at Mud Island. The vessel with 2 
POB was towed back to Nudgee Boat Ramp.  

 

As Bravo Crew were leaving Nudgee, another call 
came in over the radio to assist a broken down 4.3 m 
vessel with 4 POB at the mouth of the Brisbane River. 
Sandgate 1 rafted up to the vessel to discuss the tow 
back to Pinkenba Boat Ramp. It was decided Bravo 

Crew would tow the vessel to the boat ramp and then 
sling shot them onto the beach nearby. 

The tow was fairly uneventful but the patrons of the 
cruise ship Pacific Dawn got to see Sandgate 1 in 
action as they crossed paths in the Brisbane River. 

19th – Tasked by Water Police to attend a commercial 
jet boat with 10 POB taking on water north-east of 
Mud Island.  Skipper Col and his crew on Sandgate 
1 left our base at around 1500 hours.  After they met 
the Water Police at the Coffee Pots, the tow was 
transferred to them.  When speaking to the master of 
the vessel, it was discovered that water was coming 
in through the seacock valve for cooling the inboard 
motors.  Once the water problem was under control 
and the bilges were coping with the intake of water, 
the vessel was towed to the Aquarium Passage at 
Doughboy Creek and placed under the crane for 
liftout and repair.  Our volunteers didn’t return to base 
until about 1930 hours. 

21st – Tow a disabled jetski with 2 POB from Moreton 
Bay to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

27th – Sandgate 1, a vessel from Coast Guard 
Redcliffe and a vessel from VMR Bribie took part in 
filming a segment for Creek to Coast by Channel 7.  
Various aspects of search and rescue activities were 
filmed. 

29th – Tow a disabled vessel with 4 POB from the Big 
Sandhills to Cabbage Tree Creek. 

Thank you to all the crews who assisted with any 
activations.  We really appreciate receiving activation 
details and photos to help promote VMR Brisbane.  
Please email any information through to 
editor@vmrbrisbane.com.au and also to 
admin@vmrbrisbane.com.au.  

 

June: In Summary 
Activations:          22 
Fuel Used (L):    1,607 
People assisted:         22 

ACTIVE CREW ANNIVERSARY 

Congratulations and thank you to the following 
crew members who volunteered more than 5 years 
ago and who joined in July. 

Paul Hollingdale  2003 

Troy Sauer 2008 

Noel Peinke 2011 

Garry Wylie 2012 

Rick Secombe 2012 

Meelit Shah 2012 

Warwick Byrne 2013 

Ian Black 2013 
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Paddling on the Brisbane River 
By Kaye Watson, Sandgate Canoe Club 

Paddling on the Brisbane River may appear to be a 
fairly relaxed and safe experience, however, in reality 
there are many hazards to be aware of. 

The Department of Transport and Main Roads has 
developed a Safe on Water Code of Conduct for the 
Brisbane River - a link is available on the Resources 
page of the SCC website, also available here.   

I have summarized some of the main points, 
however, I strongly suggest that every trip leader or 
paddler who is intending to go on the river reads the 
document in full before setting out. 

Summary: 

 Have a trip plan, be aware of navigational 
markers and their meaning, winds and tides. 

 Did you know the Brisbane River has a 2-2.5m 
rise and fall creating a tidal flow of 2-4 knots (4-
8km/h). 

 Where possible avoid being on the river in poor 
visibility. 

 “All rowing crews, coaches and other passive 
craft operators must be aware of the 
environmental conditions and must take the tidal 
flow into consideration when stopping, in the 
vicinity of commercial pontoons, launching or 
docking and crossing the river.” 

 The river is divided into imaginary thirds, paddle 
craft (kayaks) must only use the outer thirds 
close to the bank, unless crossing the river. 

 Individuals and crews must cross the river in a 
straight line perpendicular to the bank. As a 
general rule passive craft must only be in the 
centre third of a river for the minimum amount of 
time when crossing the river. 

 All vessels are to ensure clear line of sight both 
upstream and downstream before crossing.  

 As a guide, vessels should cross where they can 
be seen at a minimum distance of 500m when 
crossing from the side of the river. 

 Paddle craft should stay on the correct side of 
the river unless it is not safe to do so. 

 Exclusion zones operate at City Cat terminals, 
and other pontoons, these are marked by yellow 
buoys in most cases.  Kayakers must obey the 
100m exclusion zones. 

Bacteria in Cabbage Tree Creek 
VMR Brisbane President Thomas Grice and Phil 
Plant from the Sandgate Canoe Club were both 
interviewed by the ABC's Zoe Coleman regarding the 
lack of notice when levels were high of harmful faecal 
bacteria in Cabbage Tree Creek. 

The water is tested monthly in winter and fortnightly 
during summer months.  

Experts warn exposure to the dangerously high 
levels of enterococci bacteria recorded in Cabbage 
Tree Creek could cause urinary tract, ear and skin 
infections. 

If you are like most people and don't think to check 
out the BCC's website every day, we suggest that 
you read the advice from the Council in this article. 

Please share as your friends, family and neighbours 
might not be aware.  You may need to explain to your 
four legged mate why he shouldn't paddle in the 
creek too.  

Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane President 
Thomas Grice said no-one was ever contacted when 
high levels of bacteria were recorded in Cabbage 
Tree Creek. 

"If there is an issue, people who enjoy the creek 
should be made aware of it, to be careful," he said. 

"Especially in this day and age — there are plenty of 
ways to inform people and communicate with 
people." 

Phil Plant from Sandgate Canoe Club agreed BCC 
should be doing more to inform the public. 

"You do have to go and find the information, so it is 
not particularly transparent," he said. 

"It would be good to have some sort of warning 
system in place if they do have high readings rather 
than just taking a few days and putting on the 
website." 

A 2012 QUU and BCC report showed the bacteria 
was predominantly caused by bats and horses, but 
there has been no further testing to confirm the 
source of recent bacteria levels. 

Please heed Brisbane City Council’s advice: 
 Avoid contact with water from Cabbage Tree 

Creek for three days after heavy rain.  
 Avoid all primary contact with the waterway, 

including activities in which bodies are 
immersed, faces or other body parts are 
frequently immersed. 

 Avoid activities in which faces are frequently wet 
from spray and water can be swallowed or 
inhaled. 

 Avoid water contact to ears, nasal passages, or 
cuts in the skin. 

Cabbage Tree Creek Bacteria.
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Food Trucks Event 
Sunday, 15th July, saw Foxtrot Crew busy with 

another good crowd in attendance.  In fact our 

Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers had their longest 

paddle for a Sunday with a 14km session under the 

bridge and back.   They ended at the food truck 

sharing chicken wings for lunch.   

The next Food Truck event will be on Sunday, 19th 
August and food will be on sale from the vans from 
noon with Bravo Crew selling drinks from our Club 
from midday until 3.00 pm.  Come on down for lunch!  

 Boutique beers are provided by the All Inn Brewing 
Co and Club members are invited to stay later to take 
the opportunity to catch up with fellow members; you 
can meet upstairs if you like.  

 

Creek to Coast Filming 
VMR Brisbane along with Marine Rescue Bribie 
Island 445 and Redcliffe Coast Guard QF3, came 
together to film a segment for the popular Channel 7 
TV program Creek to Coast highlighting the 
procedure for a rescue and recovery of a sinking 
yacht in Moreton Bay.  

This segment focused on locating the vessel, 
transferring crew of the distressed vessel and 
pumping the water from the vessel whilst towing it 
back to Scarborough Harbour.  

Thank you to all volunteer crew members who 
dedicated their time for this filming, helping to 
promote each of our volunteer marine rescue 
organisations who work together to saving lives at 
sea. 

Thank you to Redcliffe Coast Guard for taking the 
photos (including the one on our front page) 
highlighting the action. 
 

Fish n Chicks 
Fish N Chicks will be celebrating their 1st birthday 
party at our base on 11th August.  For more details 
check their Facebook page 

Product Recall 
A Yamaha branded lifejacket has been recalled by 
the Australian Competition and Consumer 
Commission over fears it might not inflate, posing a 
possible drowning risk. 

The Yamaha red manual inflatable lifejacket, with a 
batch number of 131017, was found to possibly be 
missing the CO2 inflation cylinder.   

“A supply process error resulted in some lifejackets 
being supplied without the CO2 inflation cylinder,” 
The ACCC said.   

The lifejacket will not inflate as expected without the 
cylinder.  “This could lead to an increased risk of 
drowning.  ”The affected lifejackets were available for 
sale around the country from 1 March 2018 to 14 
June 2018. 

People are being urged to check their life jacket for a 
batch number and cylinder. If yours is affected, 
customers are being urged to return the lifejacket to 
the place of purchase for a replacement product or 
installation of an inflation cylinder. 

For more information on whether your lifejacket may 
be affected, please contact your Yamaha dealer on 
1300 593 600 or email cr@yamaha-motor.com.au 
 

Deadly Choices Senior Games 
VMR Brisbane was delighted to help Deadly Choices 
with the use of our base to host their Indigenous 
Senior Games in the last week of July. 
Congratulations to everyone who participated and 
the Purga Porcupines and Nulungu Possums who 
came first and second respectively. 

`The Deadly Choices Indigenous Senior Games is a 
sporting competition for Aboriginal and Torres Strait 
Islander seniors who are 50 years and older which 
enables elders the 
opportunity to 
socialise, exercise 
outdoors, meet 
new people, and 
reconnect with 
people who they 
have not seen in 
years.'  
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Christmas in July 
Our Polynesian Va’a-Alo Outriggers hosted a most 
enjoyable Christmas in July.  It was a huge day for the 
organisers as they started at 7 am digging a big hole 
and preparing firewood with the fire started at 10 am 
and then the heating of stones.   

The food was buried at 1 pm with dinner being served 
at 5.30 pm.  It was a mighty effort and Nese reported:  

 
“Without the oneness of thoughts, the oneness of 
actions and the oneness of vision for the goal to repair 
our canoes, we would not have achieved what we 
witnessed on Saturday, 21st July.  

The Management Committee would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each and every one of our 
members for your help and great support.  No names, 
as we believe all have contributed in many ways and 
that counts in our collective efforts which is far more 

important.  Such were donations to our raffle hampers, 
selling tickets to families and friends, helping the umu 
and cooking, the kitchen, hall decorations, shopping, 
and big clean up afterwards.  Those who bought tickets 
and attended as guests and those couldn't make it due 
to family commitments, etc. even sent their apologies 
and best wishes and good luck for the night.  We also 
acknowledge the unspoken assistance from some of 
our club family members and friends.   

We received lots of good comments about the food and, 
of course, the live entertainment, the band and dancers. 
It was a wonderful night.”.
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NOTICE OF MEETING OF MEMBERS 

 

Financial members of Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc. are hereby advised that the “Annual General 

Meeting” (AGM) of the Association shall be held on Tuesday 25th September to receive various reports for 

the 2017/18 Operational Year, as per the Agenda and to elect the Management and Support Teams for 

2018/19. 

Under the Constitution, Social & Associate Members are welcome to attend but are not entitled to nominate 

for positions, nominate any person for a Management role, or to vote. 

 

Nominations closing with the Secretary on Tuesday 11 September 2018 shall be called for the positions of 

President Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc., Senior Vice President Rescue Operations, Junior Vice 

President Buildings & Grounds Maintenance, Secretary, Treasurer Financial Management, Members 

Representatives to Management (2) 

Immediate Past President is automatically appointed to Management as per “Rules of Association”. 

Volunteers to fill Support Team positions do not require pre nomination and shall be called on the meeting 

night. 

 

 In the event of no nominations being received for a Management position by the closing date, the 
position shall be declared unfilled and open to nomination from the floor on the meeting night. 

 In the event of single nominations being received for Management positions, a notice shall be posted 
on the Members Notice Board 7 days prior to the meeting night as per “Rules of Association” clause 
11 (3) (c) advising Members voting is closed and positions filled. 

 In the event of dual nominations for a Management position, a notice listing nominee’s names shall be 
posted on the Members Notice Board 7 days prior to the meeting night as per above clause, and a 
ballot overseen by a Scrutineer shall take place on the meeting night 

 Should a Financial member be unable to attend, a “Proxy Voter” may be appointed via a “Proxy 
Appointment Form” to vote on their behalf, such form must be signed by the Member & the appointed 
Proxy Voter and clearly show how the Member is directed to vote 

As per Rule 24 Section 6 of the “Rules of Association”, Members present at the meeting may only 

hold and cast one (1) Proxy Vote.  

 

Notices of General Business relevant to the Annual General Meeting must be received in writing by the 

Secretary no less than fourteen (14) days prior to the meeting to be admissible   

 

 

By requisition of Secretary  

Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc. 

David L Massam JP Com.Dec  
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ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA 

 

Date:  Tuesday 25 September 2018 

Location:  95 Allpass Parade Shorncliffe  

Meeting opens 19.30hrs by President Thomas Grice with welcome to Members & Guests 

1. Apologies and Proxy Votes tabled 
2. Minutes of 2017 Annual General Meeting tabled, Motion to accept minutes as true and correct and 

discussion of relevant matters relating to that meeting 
3. Correspondence relevant to the AGM tabled, motion to accept correspondence inwards and outwards 
4. Relevant business arising from correspondence 

Presentation of operational reports for the 2017/18 Operational Year 

President, Senior Vice President, Junior Vice President, Treasurer, Unit Training Coordinator. 

Members and Guests are invited to speak to the reports 

 

           Election of Management Team for 2018/19 Operational Year 

All positions declared vacant and chair taken by a Guest or Nominated person 

 President Volunteer Marine Rescue Brisbane Inc 

 Senior Vice President Rescue Operations & Training 

 Junior Vice President Buildings & Grounds Maintenance & Assets 

 Secretary to Management 

 Treasurer Financial Management 

 Members Representatives to Management (2) 

 Immediate Past President remains as a Management Team Member 
In the event of a lack of nominations for a position, nominations shall be called from the floor. 

In the event of unopposed nominations, a notice shall have been placed on the Members Notice Board 

by Secretary advising of successful nominees. 

In the event of a contested position, a Returning Officer & Scrutineer shall be appointed by the meeting to 

oversee the counting process including Proxy Votes, and destruction of voting papers, and Secretary shall 

declare result. 

 

Management nominated positions 

Management shall recommend appointees to the positions of Unit Training Coordinator and Health and 

Safety Representative, these positions require qualifications. 

Two representatives to Moreton Bay Zone meetings are elected from within Management 

 

Support Positions to Management Areas  (Volunteers from floor, no formal nomination required, 

positions may be shared) 

Holders of these positions work to support President, Snr Vice. Jnr Vice and Treasurer participate in 

meetings but may only vote on matters relating to their particular Management area.  

Duties and responsibilities may be amended should a Member wish to perform only part of a position in 

which they may have expertise, and rest of the position taken by another, or closely affiliated positions (eg 

Publicity & Media Relation) maybe combined. 

 Administration Officer  

 Special Events Coordinator 

 Promotions & Community Events Officer  

 Website Coordinator 

VMR BRISBANE 8                JULY 2018 



ANNUAL GENERAL MEETING AGENDA (Cont’d) 

 Media Relations Officer  

 Publicity Officer 

 Boat Talk Editor 

 Media Liaison Officer  

 Social Events Officer, 

 Membership Officer (General Membership & Waterside Assist Program) 

 IT and Communications Officer 

 Crew Liaison Officer 

 Inter Agency Liaison Officer  

 Grants & Funding Officer  

 Corporate Relations & Sponsorship Officer  

 Building & Grounds Maintenance Officer  

 Vessel and Equipment Maintenance Officer. 

 Group representatives  - Sandgate Yacht Club,  
- Sandgate Canoe Club,  
- PVOCC Outriggers Club,  
- Xiang Shorncliffe Dragon Boat Club 

 

Management nominees to other Positions 

 Auditor (paid position) 

 Legal Advisor  

 Unit Chaplain 

 Patrons (number at discretion of Management) 

 Club Person of year 2017/18 

 Life Member 

 Honorary Members 
 

General Business (relating to this AGM only) 

 

 Motion to set the number of Social Members for the 2017/18 year 
 

Other business 

 Presentation of various awards 
 

 Advise date of next Management Team meeting 
 

Meeting close and refreshments served. 
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